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July 11, 2018 – REV. 

 
 

Montclair Planning Board  

Township of Montclair 
205 Claremont Avenue 

Montclair, NJ 07042  
 

Re:   Application #2543 – Lackawanna SPE, LLC – 4th Report 
 1 Lackawanna Pl. & 233 Bloomfield Ave.; Block 3213, Lot 2; Block 4202, Lot 4.01 & 4.02; Zone C-1 

(Includes substantial rehabilitation of a one-story commercial building on the west parcel and 
construction of a 4-story apartment building with parking on the lower level and residential units 
above on the east parcel) 

 
Dear Members of the Planning Board, 

 

We have reviewed the above captioned application and visited the site to understand its architectural 
context. We have also spoken to the project architects, DRC members, HPC members, other experts, 

members of the public, and have testified at regularly scheduled meetings of the Planning Board on May 14, 
2018 and the Historic Preservation Commission on January 25, 2018 and February 15, 2018, and agree with 

the listed recommendations from the HPC’s February 15 and April 26 memos to the Planning Board. Please 
find further comments herein.   

 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
Whereas the project could and should be a major and unique commercial destination, the highlight of 

historic Montclair’s town center, the project as presented in this application still defies the goals of the 
Township’s Master Plan and turns this extraordinary site into something both ordinary and inappropriate for 

its context. If approved, the damage this project would cause to Montclair’s historic legacy will be 

permanent, but this outcome is needless and avoidable. There are valid, time-tested alternative design 
strategies available to the applicant, many of which will be discussed further in this report. 

 
APPLICATION DESCRIPTION 

The application consists of two distinct projects on two separate properties, described as the East Parcel and 

West Parcel, divided by Grove Street. The East Parcel currently serves as a surface parking lot for the 
Pathmark grocery store. Applicants propose to build a 4-story residential apartment building with 

underground parking and 154 units. The West Parcel contains the historic D.L.&W. Railroad former Terminal 
Waiting Room Station, an office building, and the Lackawanna Plaza Shopping Center. The application 

proposes to retain the historic train station, the office building, and the grocery store use by renovating 
48,780 SF for the grocery, removing 22,106 SF of the historic train shed and retail spaces, and paving a 

255-space surface parking lot adjacent to Bloomfield Avenue and Grove Street.  

 
HISTORIC STATUS 

One Lackawanna Plaza; 291 Bloomfield Avenue, DL&W Railroad Station, Architect: William Hill Botsford; 
Once called the “handsomest and best arranged suburban railroad terminal in the United States,” it replaced 

two earlier train stations ill-equipped to serve as the gateway to this prosperous railroad suburb. However, 

the architect never saw his building completed as he tragically lost his life in the Titanic disaster of 1912. 
The Beaux Arts Revival building was completed in 1913, and is categorized as a “Key” building in the Town 

Center Historic District. The complex was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1973 and was 
adapted for use as a shopping center in the 1980s. See historic photos later in report.  
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Circa 1913 photo of the station before officially opening to the public 
 

 
June 28, 1913 photo on the opening dedication of the station 
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Circa 1950 aerial photo looking west up Bloomfield Ave., note operable rail tracks and station arrangement 
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Current aerial view looking east 
 
CONTEXT 

The architecturally eclectic mix of downtown buildings we see in Montclair Center was largely built between 
1885 and 1937, and reflects the town’s period as a prosperous commuter suburb. The buildings are mixed-

use with ground floor retail storefronts divided into bays. Lackawanna Plaza is recognized as a “Key” historic 

resource and anchor property in the town’s central business district.  
 

PROPOSED FEATURES & RECOMMENDATIONS 
The overall mass of the proposed renovation at the West Parcel is much smaller and takes up a significantly 

reduced footprint from previous proposals. The historic passenger waiting room station, the west end of the 
historic train sheds, the 1980s office building, and the shell of the Pathmark grocery store are all proposed 

to remain. Other site features, such as the historic entrance pillars, horse troughs, and pedestrian 

passageway under Grove Street will be retained. The Architectural Consultant recommends the surface 
parking lot be well landscaped with stormwater swales, brick paved crosswalks, and street trees. Other 

recommendations were previously addressed in the HPC Memo, including adding memory board plaques, or 
historic markers, around the site and finding a way to “activate” the Lackawanna Plaza retail facades.  

 

The initial design of the renovated grocery store façade is well conceived and draws inspiration from existing 
architectural features and historically derived materials such as brick and stone. Other details such as the 

metal canopies are copied and reused in the site design or recycled and repurposed as part of the proposed 
architectural accoutrements. The mechanical equipment on the roof of the new grocery store should be 

visually mitigated or screened from public view and has been previously addressed by the applicants.  
 

The major issue with this proposed design continues to be the elimination of about 2/3 of the length of the 

original 1913 metal train sheds. Even though these elements were reused in the 1980s redevelopment of the 
site, the retention of the full length of the sheds is still problematic at present. The historic steel columns 

that structurally support the train shed are being proposed to be salvaged and reused as a canopy at the 
supermarket facade, possibly as freestanding light supports in the parking area, and as part of the proposed 

bus terminal along Bloomfield Avenue. The historic reinforced concrete roofs are discussed further below.  
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Similar contemporary iron girder/concrete train shed design from Buffalo, NY designed by Lincoln Bush 
 
The train sheds were designed by the prominent engineer Lincoln Bush (1860-1940), whose modern design 

allowed passengers to wait dignified under the weather-protected concrete canopies while allowing the 

exhaust gases from locomotives to escape. He was then the lead engineer for the Lackawanna Railroad in 
the pre-World War I period. His recognized engineering legacy is seen in his early, innovative uses for 

reinforced concrete. According to railroad historian Mark Corigliano, “Bush train sheds were built at five 
stations, with Montclair station being the only one in a smaller city. Of the five, three remain and one of the 

three is deteriorated beyond restoration. The Montclair terminal train sheds, concourse and station building, 
along with the other improvements, represent a revolutionary and comprehensive advanced transportation 

complex design for its time. It is remarkable that the complex has survived the railroad’s merger, 

subsequent bankruptcy and first redevelopment relatively intact.”  Bush’s other designs in the area include 
the Jersey City and Hoboken stations. The Montclair train sheds are an integral part of an historically-

designated National, State and Local resource and should be a key component of any rehabilitation at the 
property. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lincoln_Bush for further information.  

 

All along, our recommendation for the steel columns and the train shed canopies was to leave them exactly 
in place in in the parking lot. Currently the design calls for an evocative “memory” or standalone artistic 

approach to the salvaging of the steel columns. This is recycling not historic preservation. What would be 
preferable is a more literal architectural interpretation, where the actual columns remain in their current 

location and the parking lot is built around them. The column-to-column distance is 19’-9” which means the 
parking lot would need to provide one-way circulation or provide a narrow two-way drive aisle with angled 

spaces. The glass skylights could then be removed and parking spaces could be striped below. Just as these 

historic structures served as train parking a century ago; they would now be repurposed to serve as 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lincoln_Bush
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vehicular parking. These design ideas would go a long way towards providing a more meaningful 

architectural and historical legacy for this significant property.  
 

A major goal of historic preservation and a preservation‐minded municipality is adaptive reuse of its historic 

resources for the benefit of future generations by contributing to the understanding of a town’s history and 
promote a sense of community pride. Historic preservation in place to the greatest degree possible should 

be the goal of this project. Once a building is destroyed, it is gone forever. The challenge for the applicants 
is to understand this important architectural consideration which is in question and figure out how to 

maintain the integrity of that character through their site design.  

 
Three Site Design Options (A, B, and C) have been provided immediately following the text of this report. 

These options were briefly discussed at the last Planning Board meeting as the three plausible scenarios to 
be architecturally explored further by the applicants. Currently none of the three are proposed and the 

applicant is missing an excellent opportunity to reconstitute and rethink one of the most recognizable public 

spaces in all of Montclair for the 21st century.  
 

Option A was just discussed above as being the best compromise between what is currently proposed and 
what the public wants, which is a tangible reuse of the historic train sheds. This option calls for the 

freestanding steel columns, or stanchions, to remain in place with their reinforced concrete roofs and act as 
a protective weather-barrier for parked cars, a historical monument to the train station, and as an 

architectural focal point to aesthetically break up the increased mass of asphalt parking.  

 
Option B came out of the HPC hearings and calls for the train sheds to be adaptively reused as the new 

grocery store with skylights and a local “vendor market” feel. The non-contributing former Pathmark 
masonry building built in the mid-1980s should be demolished and replaced with added parking, loading and 

support areas. This option also provides an opportunity to rethink the streetscape along Glenridge Avenue.  

 
Option C is a combination of the two ideas for a possibly 65,000 SF supermarket with the historic train sheds 

becoming an attractive entrance and distinct architectural focus of the new store. With this option reduced 
parking space availability could become an issue.  

 
In all three options it is imperative the historic sheds are respected to produce a favorable solution for the 

project and positive outcome for the Township. Another very important consideration for the Planning Board 

to consider is the requirement that the application actually produce a “supermarket” or grocery store tenant. 
This must be stipulated in the resolution as a conditional approval to be reviewed upon the signing of the 

lease and revisited with the new tenant’s designers. Otherwise the retail use could end up being a myriad of 
other possibilities, in which case not only would a valuable part of the town’s historic fabric be compromised 

but patient residents will miss out on the kind of anchor tenant they are requesting to make this 

development successful for the Township.  
 

Master Plan Considerations 
The 2015 Township Master Plan seeks to protect and preserve the historic integrity of Lackawanna Plaza by 

ensuring that any new development maintains the character, scale and “feel” of the key historic buildings 
that define the district.  The Historic Preservation Commission has previously stated the “preservation and 

adaptive reuse of historic features and structures on the site is required and that the design should 

incorporate the historic structures and the site's heritage as a railroad terminal and gateway to Montclair.” 
According to the 2016 Historic Preservation Element of the Township Master, preservation goals and 

objectives call for projects to, “…advance the preservation of Montclair’s distinct community character 
through the identification, designation, and appropriate rehabilitation of historically and/or architecturally 

significant resources.” While the proposed project recognizes certain historic resources that are present on-

site, it is inconsistent with the 2016 Historic Preservation Element in that it does not sufficiently identify and 
set forth measures for the preservation of the historic train terminal sheds present on-site. Recycling of steel 
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stanchions is not the same as preservation-in-place, which is what is called for under Standard #2 of the 

Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation, “The historic character of a property shall be retained 
and preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a 

property shall be avoided.” The Planning Board should stress more stringent requirements for the 
preservation of these historic elements on-site and ensure their successful adaptation into the proposed 

project, to the maximum extent practicable. 

 
The Master Plan further stresses projects should “…ensure new growth and development aligns with the 

character of the community,” and allow for the “Promotion of sustainability through the retention of existing 
historic buildings.”  The adaptive use of the historic train sheds on-site and highlighting it as a key feature of 

the parking lot and/or as part of a market grocery store would help promote this objective. The Master Plan 
on page 75 specifically discourages the currently proposed enlarged parking lot in front of the supermarket, 

“The area is characterized by a large amount of surface parking, with substantial setbacks on the north side 

of Bloomfield Avenue. The combination of significant setbacks from the street, abundance of surface 
parking, and the low-scale one-story buildings are not characteristic of downtown Montclair.”  Currently the 

design calls for an evocative “memory” or standalone artistic approach to the salvaging of the steel columns. 
What would be preferable is a more literal architectural interpretation, where the actual columns, or 

stanchions, remain in their current location with their reinforced concrete roofs and the parking lot is built 

around them. It has been further suggested that solar panels could possibly be affixed to the train shed 
roofs satisfying additional goals of the town’s master plan and saving on future energy costs at the site.  

 
Daylighting 
Skylights used in buildings are typically found to be positively and significantly correlated to higher sales.       
Typical supermarkets, such as the one proposed, will use primarily fluorescent electric lighting. However, a 

more innovative architectural solution using skylights for natural light often provide far more illumination, 

sometimes 2-3 times the target illumination levels. And photo-sensor controls can activate some of the 
fluorescent lights when daylight levels exceeded target illumination, thereby saving on electricity costs for 

the owner. According to a 1999 report by the Heschong Mahone Group on Skylighting and Retail Sales, “All 
other things being equal, an average non-skylit store in the chain would be likely to have 40% higher sales 

with the addition of skylights, with a probable range somewhere between 31% to 49%. This was found with 

99% statistical certainty. The difference between having none of their stores skylit and all their stores 
daylighted is a 40% increase in gross sales for the retail chain.”  The introduction of natural light at the 

proposed supermarket should become an important goal and consideration of this project. Precedent images 
and examples are provided at the end of this report.  

 

Signage 
Retail grocery store designers and visual merchandising experts agree that a well-planned store design will 

financially perform beyond expectations and will impress shoppers. See images in precedent section at the 
end of this report. A custom branded and cohesive signage design package will aid in the overall success of 

the proposed project.  
 

Next Steps: Clarifying Triggers (and timeframes) for Alterations to Historic Elements 
Any Planning Board motion needs to delineate conditions for the architectural consultant and the DRC to 
review and follow‐up on all developer submittals, including material mockups, historic marker and signage 

design, etc. Absolutely no work on the train sheds or any other historic portions of the site should be 

allowed until the applicant submits detailed plans for the supermarket.  
 

The Planning Board should be afforded the opportunity to review the developer’s letter of intent from a 
supermarket operator, in addition to a copy of the lease, to make certain the desired retail use of the site is 

attained. This will ensure demolition does not occur at the site unless the applicant specifically has a 

supermarket tenant lined up and not some other retail tenant.  
 



Application #2543 - Montclair Planning Board Architect Memo #4     
Page 8 of 8 

All work on the train sheds should be reviewed at the site with the architectural consultant, DRC and the 

Historic Preservation Commission before proceeding. This would include review of details related to changes 
in any and all steel and concrete components, including existing bolted and welded connections as well as 

the manner in which the column meets finish grade at the parking lot. The finish appearance of the entire 
assembly should be reviewed and approved based on shop drawings and possible mockups being provided 

by the applicant’s architect. 

 
SUMMARY 

In summary, this project could be an innovative, award-winning design with long-lasting positive benefits for 
the Township and aesthetically activate this critical gateway entrance to the Central Business District. 

However, the current site design and architectural solutions need to be explored further. There is a better 
community outcome for Montclair that would satisfy more stakeholders if these alternatives are examined 

and incorporated into the design solution. Because the current proposal still calls for the demolition of the 

historic train sheds, does not identify or guarantee a “supermarket” anchor tenant, provides too much 
unmitigated, pedestrian un-friendly surface parking and other inconsistencies with the Township of 

Montclair’s Master Plan, we do not recommend approval of the application at this time. However, if the 
applicants take the feedback into account, certain modifications to their plan should bring the proposed 

project more effectively into consistency with the town’s Master Plan. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to review this application. If you require any additional information or 

clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 

Sincerely yours, 
 

Barton Ross & Partners, LLC Architects 

 
 

 
 

Barton Ross, AIA, AICP, LEED AP BD+C 

President 
 

Cc: Janice Talley, PP, AICP, Director of Planning and Community Development 
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HISTORIC PHOTOS

courtesy of Erie Lackawanna Archives   









HISTORICAL ARTICLES

on Lackawanna Station



MONTCLAIR 
“A Certain Type of Beauty” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                           
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

                                                                                              By Mark Schmitt 
 

 

 

 

The new Lackawanna Terminal viewed from a rooftop on Spring Street (later Lackawanna Plaza) in 1913.                               

Photo by William B. Barry Jr, courtesy Steamtown Historic Site, National Parks Service 

 

 “For perfectly obvious reasons it is important that every city, town, and village 

should do all that is possible to insure convenience, orderliness, and a certain type 
of beauty in and about its railroad approaches.” 1  “Especially important is it in the 
case of a suburban town; first, because the station is used daily by a majority of the 

entire population and, secondly, because the arrival at the station should afford at 
once, in contrast to the city, something of the quiet, order, and beauty that should 

be found in any home that makes the long daily journey back and forth worth 
while.”2 
 

In his 1909 survey of Montclair’s aesthetic assets and liabilities as a suburban 
community, planning expert John Nolen did not hesitate to point out that, in the 
approaches to their respective stations, both the Erie and Lackawanna Railroads 

put their “worst foot” forward.  Indeed, at the time of his report’s preparation, the 
impression left by the appearance of either railroad’s property left much to be 

desired and their operation across the town’s streets must have been considered by 
many as a nuisance, even if it was a necessary evil.  The back sides of the various 

                                                 
1
 “The Railway Beautiful,” Sylvester Baxter, The Century Magazine, April, 1908; quoted in the Nolen Report. 

2
 “Montclair, The Preservation of its Natural Beauty and its Improvement as a Residence Town,” Report by John Nolen, 

Landscape Architect to the Municipal Art Commission 1909; page 19. 



commercial establishments that lined the railroads provided a decidedly “wrong side 
of the tracks” image to arriving passengers and prospective residents. 

 
Each railroad was then carrying about 1,500 commuters per day—the Erie at its five 

stations between Montclair Heights and Walnut Street and the Lackawanna at its 
station on the east end of the business district on Bloomfield Avenue.  These 
volumes were expected to increase as the town continued to develop.  While the Erie 

came in for its share of criticism, Nolen focused most of his report on the Delaware, 
Lackawanna & Western’s situation.   
 

The railroad first appeared in Montclair, then West Bloomfield, in 1856 in the guise 
of the Newark & Bloomfield Railroad Company.  After a short time, the N&B leased 

itself to the Morris & Essex Railroad and became a branch of that company.  The 
Morris & Essex was in turn leased by the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western 
Railroad in 1868 and there matters rested for many decades.  The original station 

was primitive.  “The Lackawanna station looked just about what you would expect 
to see in a new mining town which had been built overnight.  It was a large wooden 

affair made of ten-inch boards standing on end with one by two strips nailed over 
the cracks, and had a tar paper roof.  The inside was composed of two large rooms, 
with ticket office in the center and a large pot stove in each room with a long pipe 

running from the stoves to the chimney in the center in front of the ticket 
office…This station was torn down in 1878 or 1879…”3    
 

By 1909, the Newark & Bloomfield Branch had been double tracked between the 
Morris & Essex mainline at Roseville Avenue and Bloomfield, with a single track up 

through the glen that gave Glen Ridge its name and into Montclair.  All of the streets 
that the railroad encountered were crossed at grade.  The Lackawanna operated 
sixty trains—thirty each way—into and out of Montclair on weekdays and about half 

that number on Sundays, which made for a busy time, especially at the Bloomfield 
Avenue grade crossing, which also saw 400 trolley cars per day, to say nothing of 
other traffic, both horse drawn and motorized. 

 
Some lesser thoroughfares, such as Bay Street and Pine Street, were also crossed at 

grade.  Grove Street crossed the railroad at the east end of the station platform, 
which undoubtedly limited train length.  The street also would have been repeatedly 
blocked as trains arrived and departed and locomotives ran around their trains—to 

the extent of 120 times per day! 
 

It is to be expected that any consultant in the employ of a group of progressive 
citizens can do no other than mirror their criticisms and expectations in his report, 
and Nolen appears to be no exception.  While his observations are usually valid, his 

criticisms and suggestions are sometimes not well founded.  Nolen simultaneously 
complains that the Lackawanna station is not located near any important streets, 
while noting that it is adjacent to Bloomfield Avenue, the town’s major artery, at the 

intersection of Grove Street, which he remarks is one of the town’s busiest.  It is 

                                                 
3
  S. C. G. Watkins, Reminiscences of Montclair, New York: A. S. Barnes and Company, 1929, page 1. 



true that the station was not centrally located in the very heart of the business 
district, but the rising slope of First Mountain made such a location impractical. 
 

The “old” station is captured in this postcard view circa 1906.  The turntable and engine house are out of sight to 

the left, but the water tank is discernable in the distance.                                      Author’s collection. 

 

Nolen also labels the town’s major stations as “old, obsolete, and inadequate”.    

Neither the Erie station at Walnut Street nor the Lackawanna station on Bloomfield 
Avenue was new, but both were good sized structures in adequate repair.  The 
Lackawanna station was a substantial brick Victorian structure built in 1893, 

similar if not identical to the Morris & Essex mainline station at South Orange.   
With the turntable and engine house opposite the single track station, Nolen could 

not see how the situation could be improved within the confines of the small block 
bounded by Grove Street, Bloomfield Avenue, Spring Street, and Glen Ridge Avenue.   
 

Perhaps with a view toward eliminating the Bloomfield Avenue grade crossing, 
which he labeled “ugly and dangerous”, he suggested relocating the station one 

block east and to the opposite side of Bloomfield Avenue on the block bordered by 
Washington Street, Elm Street, and Hartley Street.  This would place any new 
station on “a good sized block on a commanding elevation for the station and 

grounds.”4  Just what the Lackawanna thought of acquiring an entire block of 
developed property on a “commanding elevation” after the railroad’s already steep 
climb up from Bloomfield goes unrecorded.  While Mr. Nolen had a considerable 

appreciation for what the Lackawanna had already accomplished at other suburban 

                                                 
4
 Nolen Report, page 24. 



stations, he could not have anticipated the railroad engineering department’s 
ingenuity in utilizing their existing property while gaining greater operational 

flexibility and eliminating all the objectionable grade crossings. 
 
Right: The terminus of the Montclair Branch as 

shown in the 1906 Mueller Essex County Atlas.  

Note the location of the freight house and yard 

along Bloomfield Avenue with the turntable 

and engine house near Grove Street, as well as 

the industries scattered throughout the station 

area.  The location of the Borden Condensed 

Milk plant and the Fairfield Dairy facilities may 

account for the presence of milk cars in period 

photos.                                   Author’s collection. 

 
The timing of Nolen’s report could 

not have been better, for the 
Lackawanna Railroad was near the 

height of its prosperity and in the 
hands of a capable and progressive 
president, William H. Truesdale.5  

The railroad’s wealth came from 
anthracite coal, which the 

company mined, transported, and 
retailed until such practices were 
deemed monopolistic.  Until 

curtailed, the practice was highly 
remunerative.  Stock dividends 
routinely ran to twenty per cent.  

Even without the anthracite coal 
business, the Lackawanna was the 

shortest of the New York to Buffalo 
trunk lines, and in a favorable competitive position for long-haul passenger and 
freight traffic.  With such formidable resources at his disposal, Truesdale was 

systematically rebuilding the railroad’s entire infrastructure, and doing so with 
style.  The Municipal Art Commission’s report was cordially received by the 

railroad’s officers, but it is doubtful that the Lackawanna required a great deal of 
prodding from an outside consultant.  
 

The railroad company had an eye toward the future and was well aware that 
Montclair was an operational headache that would only grow worse with time.  
Within four years of the Nolen report, the Lackawanna’s property had undergone a 

complete metamorphosis.  Gone were the “old and obsolete” Victorian station, the 
engine house, and the old freight house and team tracks, along with all the “ugly 

and dangerous” grade crossings.  The double track was extended from Bloomfield to 

                                                 
5
William Haynes Truesdale was president of the D. L. & W. from March 2, 1899 to June 30, 1925, when he became 

Chairman of the Board of Managers (Directors) until November 1, 1931.  His tenure is notable for the expenditure of tens 
of millions of dollars resulting in the virtual rebuilding of the entire Lackawanna system.  Many of these improvements still 
serve the New Jersey Transit Morris & Essex Lines today. 



Montclair.  Bloomfield Avenue with its double trolley line was elevated over the 
railroad, while Bay Street was depressed to pass beneath.  Pine Street was closed off 

and its crossing abandoned, replaced by a pedestrian footbridge overhead.  
 

A new six-track stub end terminal replaced the old single track station.  The freight 
house, team tracks, and turntable were relocated from the station area to new 
facilities at Bay Street.  Grove Street was elevated above the new terminal’s four 

platform canopies and incorporated into the station design by the addition of 
stairways from the overpass directly onto the train platforms below.   
 

The new, longer platforms now crossed under Grove Street and extended east, 
gaining several car lengths.  To control all the train and engine movements, an up-

to-date concrete interlocking tower was erected in the middle of the yard.  The 
design of the new facilities was made with a view toward electrifying the railroad at 
some future time, which as it turned out, would be another seventeen years.  

Finally, on September 3, 1930, a ceremonial electric train ran from Hoboken to 
Montclair with Thomas Edison at the controls for the first half mile.  Four days later 

electric trains permanently replaced steam service on the Montclair Branch. 
 
As to “a certain type of beauty”, while not quoted here, John Nolen’s commentary 

clearly reflected a desire to have suburban railroad stations situated in park-like 
settings, tranquilly surrounded by landscaping and suitable plantings.  This is all 
well and good, and was even accomplished to a considerable degree at the Erie 

stations at Upper Montclair and Watchung Avenue where public parks abutted the 
stations.  In approaching Montclair, the Lackawanna benefited from the rustic 

nature of the glen at Glen Ridge, but little could prepare the casual passenger for 
the sudden change of environment after passing under Bloomfield Avenue.  Almost 
nothing could be accomplished with the railroad yard and the adjacent commercial 

landscape, except to keep them clean and orderly.  The new yard facilities, although 
utilitarian, were clean and modern, tastefully executed structures of brick and 
concrete.   

 
The new passenger station, designed by Lackawanna’s in-house architect William 

Hull Botsford6, was a work of art, which undoubtedly would have pleased John 
Nolen.  The design was of the Grecian Doric order, executed in high quality tapestry 
brick and roofed with Brookville green glazed tiles.  The waiting room ceiling was 

carried on oak beams and several of the auxiliary rooms were paneled in quartered 
oak.  The floors were marble terrazzo and the exterior colonnade was marble chip 

concrete.  The grounds were tastefully landscaped and planted, even though ample 
space had been paved for vehicular traffic.   

                                                 
6
 William Hull Botsford, 1886-1912, Cornell University School of Architecture 1909.  While his career was short, it was 

brilliant.  In addition to Montclair, Botsford designed many other D. L. & W. stations, including Morristown and Lake 
Hopatcong NJ, as well as the Nicholson Viaduct in Pennsylvania, the largest concrete structure in the world to that time 
and still in daily use.  Botsford perished in the Titanic sinking in April 1912 at the age of 26, and therefore did not live to 
see many of his projects brought to completion. 
 



It was with considerable pride that 
Montclair declared a holiday on June 28, 

1913, and William Truesdale and his 
railroad’s officials formally presented the 

town with its new terminal, which cost a 
reported $500,000.  Although this sum 
seems almost insignificant in today’s 

dollars, it approximates $12,500,000 
when adjusted for a hundred and five 
years of inflation.  The work had been 

conceived and executed in a first class 
manner with a view of serving long into 

the foreseeable future.  Convenience, 
orderliness, and a certain type of beauty 
prevailed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above left: The waiting room interior.  Below: The relocation of the freight house and team tracks to Bay Street 

permitted the construction of a beautifully landscaped parking area on Bloomfield Avenue, shown here, 

probably in the summer of 1913.  The Lackawanna Railroad employed its own groundskeepers and greenhouses 

for such work.      Photos:  W. B. Barry Jr., Steamtown Historic Site, National Parks Service. 
 
 



Why is any of this important to anyone today?  This is a good and valid question, 
and one which may have no simple answer.  Even though the Montclair station was 

granted landmark status several decades ago, and re-purposed as a shopping 
center, the current owner is developing plans that will impact the present 

configuration of the site.  The plan is an ambitious one, and will certainly alter the 
character of the station area if it gains approval. 
 

Change is inevitable, and we cannot save everything.  However, it is important that 
we leave behind a few significant touchstones for those who follow.  Hopefully, we 
can accomplish this with some grace and style.  Those who conceived and built the 

Lackawanna’s Montclair station understood the need to build wisely and well, not 
only for their own generation, but for as many as possible of those who followed.  

Undertaking their project at a time when the trend of railroad growth and prosperity 
had been ever greater for a generation and more, they could not have foreseen the 
impact of the onrushing automobile age on the monumental systems they 

envisioned, constructed, and managed.  Certainly, their Montclair terminal outlived 
its usefulness as a railroad facility fully half a century ago.  Those present at the 

time saw this clearly enough.  However, they also recognized its value as a work of 
art and architecture, its utility as a re-purposed public space, and its significance as 
a tribute to corporate munificence and civic pride. It serves today as a memorial to 

leaders like Nolen, Truesdale, and Botsford who embodied a vision of high style in 
public service, as well as to the thousands of West Essex commuters who used to 
pass through its classical portals daily. 

 

 

 

 

Plot plan courtesy Steamtown Historic Site, National Parks Service 
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-MONTCLAIR JOYOUS 
-

~ .. IN NEW TERMINAL 
cL-ackawanna and Other RaiJ

~~road Officials Hear Praise for 

,-" Company on Opening Day. 

BETTER FEELING! 

!A Pleasure Unlooked For, Says 

President Truesdale, to be So 

Well Received-Autos Parade. 

Special 10 Till" J.;rw York Time!_ 

.. MOl'ol-orCLAIR. N. J_. June 2B.-lVlont
: ~lab' celebrated to-day the opening of 
·the new S54..)().OOO Lackav..-anna terminal 
: Clnd the completion of the double track 
· betw'een this place and BloomfIeld by 
: 10rmal exercises at the station and in 
: the ~qoteI 1tJon tciair. v.-here luncheon 
• • -~'a.s ser.'ed to 300 guests of the to~-n. 
~ . .A band concert preceded the arrival 
: bf President Truesdale and other prom- , 
{nent officials of thp. Lackawanna Rail

~ road. as well as officials of the Erie 
· lind other railroad companies_ Ellis P. I 

Earle presided at the exercises held at I 
1.h{l terminal. Starr J. A-1urphy deli\.'- : 

: ered the address of welcome and con-
"Fratulation to the rallroa.d offieials. 

In the procession to the hotel the 
&utomobfles numbered close to lOu. 

: :8.11 gally decorated. The exercises at 
· 'the Hotel 1\iontclair "\"ere festive in 
character. an elaborate lunch and 

· 'Fpeechmaking being the order. l\layor 
"Ernest C. Hinck presided. and the 
~pee("hes were delivered by the Rev. 
Dr. Hugh Black of the Union Theo

joglC'?J Seminary, George B. Mallon, I 
formerly City Auditor of The New 
Yorl~ Sun. and Edmund B. Osborne, I 

• • t 'hairman of the State Committee of 
· ., he Frogressive Party, all residents of : 
· '~[on~da.ir_ Follo'wing the exerclse~ I 

1 he 111 \"l ted gu ests "\\.-ere taken on 'a I 

.... i!'\ t}; r 0 ugh the to'W n ina u tom 0 bile s. I 
whl :- n pnded at the railroad station, J 

: ;-0': nc'" :-,., i he celE'bration had commenced. \ 
t-;PS! dflS the committeemen there were 

40'1 (),~ : he general ("ommitte~ named by 
11 f- ~r rt :\- ~r, most of 'whonl pa.rticipated 
An h' t-l~- 1 n the festivities. 

\IayrJr Ernest C. Hinck. in delivering 

Montclalr's- $'500,00.0 Station. 

1

--- ,- , -
the address of welcome to President 
Truesdale and the other LaCkawanna. ] 
officials, said in part: • & We welcome : 

I ;rou here to-day at the formal opening : 
of tb.e l\Iuntclair termin~l !Jecause we I: 

wish to attest our appreClation of your 
generous attltudi! toward our town and, 
your spirit ot friendl.,.· co-operation in ~ 
our deallnb's with you. ; 

•• In a shorr tlme we shall be able to I 
reach the metropoli~ frorn thu5 station 
in t.hirty minutes. ~un:ly I this is ~ring- : 
ing the great city ned.r to our d(,o ... ~. and : 
it will appeal to many a city bUSiness ~ 
man who longs to spend h~~ niD'ilts in: 
comfortable quiet vII'hile he br~athes tl1e: 
in\'igoratlw; atmosphere of our mouD- ; 
tain altituae.'· I 

l-'residen t Truesdale responded. say-; 
ing he \\--::is o-'t!rwhehued by the cn- ~ 
thusia:5tTI of his b"reeting. : 

.. in conducting the negotiation~ for J 

the ternlinal project in ~lontclair," said I 
he. ,. it wus a pleasure to deal with t 

I th e offldal r€"prc::.senta ti yes of the m u- : 
I nicipalit;-. 1 }lope tha the attitude dis- I 

plaYt:-J oy l\Iolltclair it. arranging for 
the terminal i1npTO\'em~nt will serve as 
an example for the officials of other 
Cities of New Jersey where the rail
roa.d facilities are hot what they ought 
to he. "·e are not used to ha\'ing 
bouquets thrown at us for our efforts 
in this direction, and I assure YOU ihat 
the reception accorded us in Montclair 
bas been Yer)· pleasing,·' 

Starr J. ~1urphY said that it was worth 
while to recall. in these days of wide
spread criticism of railroads and simi
lar corporations. that the l\forris & 
Essex Railroad-by which name the 
line that enters l\lontclair was formerly I 
known-had rendered three conspicuous 
services to IvIontc1air_ First, he said, it 
had made possible. by its co-operation 
'with the people of the community. the 
building ot the Toad; second, it had as
sumed the major part of the financial 
burden, and, third. so far from inject
ing a huge amount of water into the 
system, It had reduced the cost by more 

-
1 tr.? n riO per cent. of the estimates whIch 
r had been submitted by other corpora
; tions desiring to build the same line in 
: 18!j{j. 
: • & Th e Lackawanna Railroad Com
i pany,' , Mr. lV[urphy continued. " should 
be thanked for its broad-minded treat

: ment of the problem. which recognized 
! the value not only of utility but also of 
: beauty- So many communities which 
are beautiful in themselves create a 

: most unfa,,·orable impression upon new
' comers by reason of the unsightly ap
proach£'s and surroundings of the rail
road station. 

,. I hope also that thIs occasion may 
mark the dawning of a brighter day in 
the relations between the people and 
the public service corporations." 

Edmund E. Osborne of ]'Iontclair. who 
yesterday announced his candidacy for 
the Progressive nomination for Governor 
of New Jersey. speakIng at thp. luncheon 
in the Hotel:Montclair, said that Mont
clair could congratulat~ itself in having 
in the Lackawanna Terminal the finest 
and most complete suburban passenger 
station in America. 

., In this beautjful tp.rmfnaI is exem
plified the statesmanship of the new 
order of rallroad management," said he. 
.. The old order of the 'pubUc-be
damned' railroad official is rapidly 
passing-and that is as good for the 
railroad busines as it is for the publ1c. 
The leaders of big bUSiness are coming 
to recognize that no business. however 
big, can survive except as it serves the 
common good and promotes the general 
welfare_ And we are rapidly coming to 
th~ day when small business-aU kinds 
of business--must submit to the same 
test. and when a man's success will be 
measured not by what he has gotten out 
of it for himself. but what he has 
given through it. in service, to increase 
the !$um of human comfort and happi
ness," 

,\Vhen the plans for the ne'\\1' Lacka
wanna Railroad station at 1\Iontclair 
were prepared. the architects bent 
every e~fort to make It one of the 

I
' most artistic Buburban stations in the 
cou n try. The Grecian Doric style of 

f architecture was 'a'dopted, with a col-
onnaae for the main entrance, 

I through a loggia having entrances 
direct to the main waiting room and 
train concourse, The entrances to 

I three driveways are flanked by gate 
posts of tapestry brick, surmounted 
by electric light fixtures of hammered 

, copper, The grounds about the sta-
I tion have been improved with lawns 
I and shrubs. 

The walls of the station are faced 
with genuine tapestry brick and all 

i trimmings are of marble chip COn
' crete adding much to the beauty of 
I the exterior of the building. The 
' same good taste was used in the in-
'I terior decorations. The walls of the 
main waiting room are faced with 

I buff colored pressed brick. the 'wall 
surfaces being broken with pilasters 

I and a molded belt course sixteen 
; feet above the floor line. The floor 
Is of marble chip terrazzo. the color 
of which was selected to harmonize 
'\vith the walls. The ceiling is pan
eled ,"vith heavy oak beams. 

A t one end of the waiting room is 
a large cast bronze clock6 controlled by 
a master clock located in the ticket 
offIce. Below the clock is a. drinking 
foun tain of grapevine design. 

There are four train platforms. sev
enteen feet wide and 650 feet long, 
servlng six tracks, They are built of 
concrete and covered with canopIes 
for a length of 350 feet. The canopIes 
are of steel. with reinforced C!oncrete 
slabs, and afford J)erfect shelter in 
stormy weather. Canopjes over the 
driveways overhang the curb six feet. 
gIving protection to passengers alight· 
lng from cabs or automobiles. The sta
tion yard Is about one-half mile in 
length. 

In laying out the grounds the drtve
l\'ays and all flower beds were curbed 
with concrete, and the driveways paved 
with creosoted v'lood paving bloc1ts. 
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with a simple ornemental mosaic boarder. The auxiliary rooms are wains- 
coated with oak to a height of seven feet.
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A bronze faced clock and terracotta ornamented fountain are the con 
cessions to the otherwise restrained interior. There are two two-sided 
wooden benches each topped with two stained glass lamps. Additional 
light is provided by eight sidelights (windows) under the roof.

At the far end of the parking lot there is a horse watering trough, 
now dirt filled. All in all, the facility, built in JJ£13, is in good, 
if neglected condition.
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The city of Montclair and its development coincides with the 
laying of the railroad tracks in 1872.

Prior to and followin the Civil War, American communities wit 
nessed the development of railroads throughout the entire nation. 
Small towns used all their political and financial influence to en 
courage railroads to build a station in their towns.

Bloomfield, a growing city, had several tracks between that 
city and the others but the residents of West Bloomfield (Montclair) 
wanted a railroad line there. One line was extended there in 1856 
but this was notoriously inefficient.

t
Then, after the Civkl War, with Bloomfield growing daily, Montclair 

initiated proposals for a railroad of their own. A corporate charter 
was issued to two business partners, Julius Fratt and Henry Spaulding, 
for the purpose of building a track from New York to Montclair.

They had hoped that they would not have to invest an enormous 
amount of money into an independent railroad. They had planned to 
use the threat of another railway as an inducement to the Morris and 
Essex Railroad to establish through trains between Montclair and 
New York. However, there was not enough business to merit this program.

In the meantime, another railroad was organized which sought 
a route across New Jersey to New York. As finally agreed, the Montclair 
Railway Company would build a line from Jersey City to Greenwich Lake 
where it would connect with the New York line. The New York line in 
return would gaurentee its bonds and then lease the use of the line 
from the Montclair Company and operate the two as one.

Bloomfield residents were not about to tolerate the enormous 
debt^about to be incurred with the new railway contract and denied 
permission to build any more railroads in Montclair.



Alloway, David Official Commemorative History of the Town of Montclair
1963. Montclair State College. An unpublished account of Montclair done 
for the Tercentenary of New Jersey
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8. Significance Continued

The problem was resolved in 1868 when Montclair «*eesiie from 
Bloomfield. There was no adverse reaction to the people of Montclair 
from Bloomfield due to the estrangement which had been developing 
through the years.

Once the township of Montclair was formed, Pratt and Spaulding 
persuaded the necessary three-fourths of the property holders to 
have the community issue a 1200,000 bond in order to assist the rail 
way. However, private investors contributed most of the llj.,000,000 
needed to build the railway.

When the railway was completed, late in 1872, Montclair was in 
danger of financial ruin when the town budget tripled at the time of 
the 1873 panic. With the $200,000 bond to be paid over a thirty year 
period, went through all legal resources to avoid heavy taxes.

The United States Supreme Court even became involved in 1883 
when Montclair contested the validity of the bonding in the case of 
Montclair vs. Ramsdell. The Court held that Montclair was held liable 
for the $200,000 and all accured interset charges over 1350,000.

For a time taxes were enormous untill Thomas Russell, Stephen 
W. Corey and George P. Farmer of Montclair assumed responsibility 
for nearly 1200,000 of the total amount owed.

Therefore taxes were substantially lowered and the citizens of 
Montclair slowly paid off its debts as the town rapidly grew.

A/
In 1913 the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railway Company 

completed the terminal which is an impressive brick building.

Congressional Representation 
Honorable Clifford P. Case U.S. Senator 
Honorable Harrison A. Williams U.S. Senator 
Honorable Peter W, Rodino Congressman, 10th Congressional

District
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8» Significance (continued) 
Architecture

The Montclair Railroad Station was designed by 
.chief architect for the Delaware,

Silroad (renamed the Erie and Lackawanna Railroad in I960) from 
1910 to 1912. Apparently, Botsford was employed by the D.L. & W. 
immediately upon graduation from the College of Architecture of Cornell 
University in 1910. In a short two year span Botsford designed over 
a dozan impressive structure for the Delaware, Lackawanna and Eastern 
in New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania.

Plans for the Montclair Railroad Station were most probably 
completed in 19H> but Botsford was unable to view the finished pro 
duct since he was killed on the ill-fated Titanic in 1912. The 
Montclair Railroad Station was the last railroad terminal for which 
Botsford made plans.

However, he had, just prior to his cruise on the Titanic, sub 
mitted plans to D.L, & iflF. for the famous concrete bridge in Nicholson, 
Pennsylvania (Nicholson Bridge and Tunkhannock Viaduct). Ironically, 
awaiting Botsford in London was a letter accepting his design for the 
bridge.

When William Botsford. was employed by the D.L. & tf. the railroad 
was in the process of renovating many of their terminals. At the 
tiara'of the century most of the Lackawanna stations were described 
merely as "cow barns" and the railroad wanted to improve terminal, 
facilities.

Montclair, being a prosperous suburban community, was granted 
a new $500,000 railroad station on the condition the townspeople 
would build, improve and maintain the roads leading to the tracks 
and provide approaches and gradings.

Montclair and Lackawanna worked hand in hand to build the 
attractive Grecian-Doric styled structure and provide an appropriate 
surrounding that some called the "Handsomest and best arranged sub 
urban railway terminal in the United States".

Transp ortati on
Since the building of the railway in 18?2 Montclair townspeople 

were proud of their railroad. The tracks connected their suburban 
town to the surrounding urban communities and provided businessmen 
with reasonably easy access to distant businesses*

Gradually more and more rich businessmen, in looking for a 
comfortable home within commuting distance of New York, moved to 
Montclair. The terminal provided specifically for their autos, 
and the parking facillities were usually filled, while most towns rarely 
saw even one automobile. Presently the terminal is still used for commu 
ters, but the freight service was terminated about ten years ago.
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NEW JERSEY OFFICE OF hJrSTORIC PRESERVATION HISTORIC SITES INVEN"TORY # 
INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM 0713 6 0 2 

HISTORIC NAME: D, L, & W Station COMMON NAME: Hontclair Railroad Station 
LOCATION: 291 Bloomfield Avenue BLOCK/LOT 3213/1; 38-K/20 

Nontclair MUNICIPALITY: 
USGS QUAD: 

COUNTY: Essex 
UTM REFERENCES: Orange 

OI.'NER/ ADDRESS : Montclair Redevelopment A~ency Zone/Northin~/Easting 
116 Glenrid~e Avenue 

~ r--D-E_S_CR--IP_T_I_O_N-------------------------------------------------------------------

"' o Construction Date: 1912 Source of Date: National Resister 
Nomination 
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Arch.itect: William Hull Botsford Builder: 

Style: Beaux Arts Revival Form/Plan Type: Rectangular ~1 one 
angled corner 

Number of Stories: 1 1</ central 2 story space, 

Foundation: Concrete h'/ exposed aggree;ate. 

Exterior Wall Fabric: Tapestry bond brick ~1 exposed aggregate concrete quoins 
and trim . 

Fenestration: Irregular bays, double wood casements w/ transom above • 

Roof/Chimneys: Gable roof·w/ stone parapet above central area, green. tile finish; 
flat roof w/ asphalt finish above one-story section, 

Additional Architectural Description: 
Arcaded entrance at angled corner w/ four Doric columns supportin~ simple 

entablature. Flat roof surrounded by lo"· parapet wall. 

Central mass of structure has semi-circular arched windows that fill 
C>ach gable end. 

Lm\·, concrete para))ets at eacl1 gable end, quoins, Kindoh· st::r;-rounds, and 
strin•; courses contrast sharply w/ the brick lfollls. 

Prominent keystones define the semi-circular arches at center of south 
entrance, 

PHOTO Neg>~,t:iYe .... F.ile li R43.,J7 
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SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: 

Ancled corner abuts Gates Street lot line. Parking lot and railroad tracks 
fill most of site. T~o train sheds are attached to rear of buildine. 

Lot size: 3.6 acres. 

II 
--------------------------------------------------------------~ SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: 

Open Space [ ) Woodland 
Industrial [ ) Downtown 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

Urban [ ) Suburban (X) Scattered Buildings 
[ ) Residential [ ) Agricultural [ ] 
Commercial pq Highway Commercial [ ) Other 

[ J 

f>g 

Once called the "Handsomest and best arranged suburban railroad 
terminal in the United States", it was to be demolished for new connnercial 
development. It is now scheduled for adaptive re-use and to be the center
piece of a redevelopment plan for this section of Montclair. Passenger 
service here will soon terminate for the tracks are to be rerouted and 
a new station constructed east of here in 1981, 

The station previous to this one was not considered impressive 
enough to serve as the gateway to this prosperous railroad suburb. Through 
a cooperative effort between the D. L, & W. Railroad and the town officials, 
the new terminal was built and all the surrounding area was improved. The 
architect was William Hull Botsford, chief architect for the railroad, 
Young Botsford never saw the completed station for he lost his life in 
the Titanic disaster of 1912. 

Building was placed on the National Register in 1973, The station 
is pictured in Laurence Grow's history of the commuter railroads, On The 
8:05, p. 85. Also see: "The American Architect", Vol. CIV, Nov. 19, 1913, 
~193-199, Station and surrounding areasare pictured and construction detals re 

ORIGINAL USE: !\ai lroad Station PRESENT USE: Commercial d~scus ed • 
PHYSICAL CONDITION: Excellent [ ) Good [X) Fair [ ) Poor [ ) 
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes [x) Possible [ ) No [ ) Part of District [x) 
THREATS TO SITE: Roads [ ) Development [ ) Zoning [ ] Deterioration [ ) 
No Threat I X) Other I J 
COMME.N'l:S: 

REFERENCES: 

Franl\.lin Survey Company. Atlas of H~l2_~-~~air,.__Q_len R~_d7;e, Cedar Grove & 

Y-~~T_?!}_~.' 1933. 

Also: "~!ontclair TiDes", Sat., July 5, 1913. Story on dedication of nei,
railroad depot. 

RECORDED BY: 
C1RGANIZATION: 

Abhy .J z.rosloy.
Colunbia University 

DATE: 4/l:!./80 
I 
I, 
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BASE SURVEY Historic Site #: 0713602
1P A G EHistorical Preservation Commission

Property Name: Lackawanna Plaza

Municipality: Montclair

County: Essex

Owner Name:

Zip Code: 07042 Block / Lots:

Ownership Type: Private

USGS Quad: Orange Lot Size: 3.6 acres
Map Reference: 38-K/20

Owner Address:

Local Place Name:

Street Address: 291    Bloomfield  Ave

Property
Description Once called the “Handsomest and best arranged suburban railroad terminal in the United States”,

it was to be demolished for new commercial development.  It is now scheduled for adaptive re-
use and to be the centerpiece of a redevelopment plan for this section of Montclair.  Passenger
service here will soon terminate for the tracks are to be rerouted and a new station constructed
east of here in 1981.

The station previous to this one was not considered impressive enough to serve as the gateway
to this prosperous railroad subrub.  Through a cooperative effort between D. L. & W. Railroad
and town officials, the new terminal was built and all the surrounding area was improved.  The
architect was William Hull Botsford, the chief architect for the railroad.  Young Botsford never saw
the completed station for he lost his life in the Titanic disaster of 1912.

The station is pictured in Laurence Grow’s history of the commuter railroads, On The 8:05.  The
station and surrounding areas are pictured and construction details are discussed in “The
American Architect” of November 19, 1913.

3213 / 01

Ownership Updated: 4/12/80

  Lackawanna  PlzNearest Cross Street:

 4 ( 5 )Ward (District):

Elevation: West Ref: 8/2005

Current
Photograph

Image File #: 0713602 - 2.jpg

Apt/Unit #:

 RECORDED:SURVEY NAME: MONTCLAIR INVENTORY OF STATE & NATIONAL HISTORIC PLACES 6/21/2005  PRINTED: 9/16/2005



BASE SURVEY Historic Site #: 0713602
2P A G EHistorical Preservation Commission

Continuation sheet attached? More research needed?

Additional
Information owned by Montclair Redevelopment Agency

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY

Attachments Included:

Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit?

Status:Within A Historic District? Yes
No

Building Structure Object Landscape Bridge Indusry

Site Map
Source:

Location Map

Source:

Maps

Update sheet attached?

Bibliography &
Sources Grow, Laurence. On The 8:05. 85.

The American Architect. 19 Nov. 1913: 193-199
Atlas of Montclair, Glen Ridge, Cedar Grove & Verona.  Franklin Survey Company. 1933.

The Montclair Times.  5 Jul. 1913: Story on dedication of new railroad depot
Jaroslow, Abby. “Individual Structure Survey: Site #0713602.” Columbia University. 12 Apr.
1980.

Montclair Central Business

(2.75” x 3”)

Registration
and
Status Dates

NHL DOESHPO LOCAL / OTHERSR

8/7/72
1155

Transportation, Architecture

#

NR

1/8/73
73001092#

Thematic Nomination of Operating Passenger Railroad Stations
Historic Theme:

Registry Note:

MPS Name:

 RECORDED:SURVEY NAME: MONTCLAIR INVENTORY OF STATE & NATIONAL HISTORIC PLACES 6/21/2005  PRINTED: 9/16/2005



PRECEDENT IMAGES

possible adaptive reuse of train sheds
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